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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/00541 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. M 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of* ' 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. 



<22*£E n L , ° the . e ! em ^ of me international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets winch have been 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages as originally filed/iurnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on . 

the claims: 

Pages 1 as originally medVfurnished 

pages* _ as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

P a S es * received by this Authority on 

received by this Authority on ZZ~~~~ " 



the drawings: 

P a S es NONE as originally filed/furnished 

P a g es * NQNE received by this Authority on 

P a Ses* NONE received by this Authority on " 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of* 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing {specify): 

□ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



4 " ^ 2l I S haS K 6611 eStabl f hed as if < some of > amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made 
smce they have been cons,dered to go beyond the disciosure as filed, as indicated m me Supplement Box »ule S» 



□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos, 



□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify):^ 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets mm be marked "superseded ' 
Form PCT/EPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) E 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1^9 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1 I 9 NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-9 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-9 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2H3), because the prior art does not teach a method of achieving accelerated 
fat loss comprising administration of a fat loss accelerating agent to a dieting mammal wherein the fat loss accelerating agent is 7-oxo 
DHEA or a pro-drug thereof incapable of in vivo conversion to testosterone. 

Claims 1-9 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over PATRIDGE et al. (US 5,296,481). 
PETRDDGE et al. teach a method for controlling weight gain or promoting weight loss in a human subject comprising daily oral 
administration comprising an amount of the compound, 7-oxo DHEA. (abstract, column 4, lines 61-65, column 5, lines 32^3, 
column 10, lines 1-3 and columns 11-12, claims 3 and 6). PATRIDGE et al. teach 7-oxo DHEA and the derivatives thereof wherein 
at least one of the hydroxyl group is esterified with an acid, (column 1, lines 60-65). Patridge et al. teach 7-oxo DHEA can be 
synthesized from the 7-one acetate and purified by employing the deesterifcation and purification steps, (column 3, lines 28-47). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ 7-oxo DHEA to achieve accelerated fat loss in dieting 
mammal since PATRIDGE et al. teach that active agent is useful for controlling weight gain or promoting weight loss. One would 
have been motivated to administer 7-oxo DHEA to dieting mammal in order to achieve weight loss generally includes fat loss as 
taught by PATRIDGE et al. 

Claims 1-9 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus a method of achieving accelerated fat loss comprising 
ao^inistration of a fat loss accelerating agent to a dieting mammal wherein the fat loss accelerating agent is 7-oxo DHEA has 
industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can be made or used in pharmaceutical industry. 
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